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Irob Diaspora Support for Irob Advocacy Association

Global Irob Diaspora members, in a teleconference they held on September 8" 2019, unanimously
supported the Irob Advocacy Association (IAA) recently established in Ethiopia.

Irobs are a Saho language-speaking people located in North Eastern Tigray, Ethiopia. They always have
been praised for their hospitality by whoever visited their beautiful mountainous land. Currently, the
Irobland is one of the most undeveloped and devastated area because it is almost totally neglected by its
regional and federal governments. In the long history of Ethiopia, Irobs paid extra sacrifices in defense of
the country, but they have never gotten a fair share of regional or national benefits. It is a forgotten
community marginalized and abandoned by the powers of the time. However, there is some glimpse of
hope with the formation of a new ambitious Irob civil association.

The Irobs are not known only for their hospitality and sense of justice, but they are also zealous warriors
as well when necessary. They have always been at the forefront in defending their country’s sovereignty.
For centuries, our ancestors contributed immensely to defend Ethiopian independence from all foreign
intruders, including heavy sacrifices made by Irobs against the Italian invasion of 1935 from their bases in
Assimba and its environs. It was also the Irob patriots, “[J1 ][] (1] J/Ettugat Senbet”, that paid a heavy
price to defend their land when Saebiya invaded the region in 1998.

During the repressive rule of the military junta, the Dergue, which ascended to power after the imperial
regime had been deposed by the united struggle of the Ethiopian people, the main opposition political
parties made the Irob region their first choice in their struggle against the Dergue. Hence, the Irobs hosted
political organizations such as the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary party (EPRP), Tigray Peoples
Liberation Front (TPLF), etc. The Irob people did not only accommodated the opposition groups in their
land, but they also contributed in personnel conscription, labor, intelligence, guiding, transport, etc.

Currently, although 28 years have elapsed since the Dergue was deposed, the aftermath of the almost
three decades of pain and agony experienced by the Irobs is still very present. If there is any beneficiary
of the two decades of overstated development, for sure it is not the people of Irob. There are not any
developmental infrastructures established in the Irob region. In fact, it is the area neglected by both the
regional and federal governments. As a result, the young generation of the region leave the area to
immigrate to foreign countries. Many of them are being killed in the Mediterranean and Red Seas, and in
North African and Arabian deserts while wandering in search of a place where they can survive. The young
generation leave the area because they do not see any hopeful future in the region and the authorities
are not doing anything to lessen the hardship.

Therefore, it is a decisive time for the Irob people to consolidate their unity and to do all they can for their
own survival. It seems that they do not have any helping hand except their own determined effort.

It is while Irobs are at this crossroad that the formation of the Irob Advocacy Association (IAA) is heralded
and the Irob Global Diaspora teleconference was called.



Members of the IAA executive committee participated in the teleconference from Ethiopia and addressed
the attendees. The leaders enlightened the Diaspora Irob regarding how the association was founded,
about its objectives, its bylaws etc., and that it has been legally incorporated in Ethiopia on the federal
level.

They underlined the importance of global participation of the Irobs in the newly established association
and about steps that should be taken to strengthen it. They also emphasized the importance of the Irob
Diaspora’s participation in the endeavor.

Following the explication of the representatives, the participants of the meeting engaged in a discussion
about the objectives of the association, the role the Diaspora can play to strengthen the association, the
challenges it may face and how the challenges can be met.

Consequently, the participants praised the founders of IAA for their courage to successfully establish the
long overdue organization despite the difficult situation the country finds itself in at this juncture.

Hoping the association diligently and persistently try to alleviate the complex problems of the forgotten
Irob people, the attendees of the teleconference gave full support to the established purpose of the
association. The assembly assured the representatives that the Irob Diaspora wherever they may reside
will offer whatever they can for the Irob people and that they will stand in support of the Irob Advocacy
Association.

The traditional assets and values that define the Irob identity, such as language, social, political, economic,
and other traditional ways of life, which up until now had been preserved, are vanishing fast. The Irob
Diaspora pledged that they will work closely with IAA for the preservation of the traditions that tie the
Irob people together so that the common values of the Irob people and their identity as a unique ethnic
community prevail.

The Irob Diaspora calls on the Tigray State regional government and the Ethiopian Federal government to
facilitate the endeavor of the Irob Advocacy Association and to help it succeed.

The Irob Diaspora also appeal to all Ethiopians and international humanitarian and democratic forces to
support the Irob Advocacy Association.



